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Dear iy or Madam

' here this morning to present a petition on behalf of the residents and employersfemployees of
Higham Gobion, a small hamlet located in the parish of Shilfington. This petiticn has 11 pages and
holds 128 names in support of a speed limit, angd also mciuﬁes suppliers and cusiomers to the local
businesses and people’s homes.

Higham comprises a mixture of 10 residential dweltings, ranging from small semi detached farm
workers' coftages to large 5 bedroom detached properties, housing growing young families, m‘ddle
aged couples and pensionars.

The former Manor Farm at Higham and its surrounding agricultural buildings were sold off to a
devetoper during the 1590s, as this wes no longer sustaingble and since that fime a growing
businoss park has bean developing, which now accommodates five separate business concerns. The
main business heing Davies Veterinary Specizlists, who are one of the fargest and most diverse small
animal referral centras in Turope. This company was founded in 1338 and now employs maore than
30 specialist clindicians, 50 nurses and 20 adminiatraturs as wa!ﬁ as support staff,

The £-140 road runming thmugh Higham is a iink road from the Al FCrOSs country to the A6 at
Rarton and beyond to the M1 at Toddington. OQver vecent years traffic surveys have been carried
out by Beds Police to measure traffic volumes and speed as these have been on the increase, and
are particularly noticeable during the times the Stondon car boot s in operation, on Sunday
mornings for 14 weeks from Easter, which impatts on the rural environment by tripling traffic
volume over normal commuter traffic.

There have been a number of read traffic accidents on this streteh of highway {although not always
‘within the centre of the hamfet, but within its boundaries, which of course would be influenced by
the prevailing fimits within the hamiet). indeed properties have been without power on at least twe
occasions in the past year {one period for aimost 2 week) when a speeding vehicle, managed to
plough through 2 resident’s hedge, taking down power lines and even more concerning atmost
hitting their daughter in the back gardan. '



Actessing and exiting hames and the business park has become increasingly more hazardous with
the speeding traffic and raised serious safety concerns to both residents and Farish Council, With
this in mind, in 2004 Shillington Parish Councit allocated their Highways Partnership grant to the

provision of an off road pull infcar park hard standing avea by Higham Cotiages to enabie residents a
~ hetter ‘esuage route” 1o exit the main highway, before being back-ended by vehicies.

For pedestrians, no footpath exists along the side of the highway, so residents wishing to attend
church services towards the 1op of the hill take their lives in their hands, trying 1o walk on this busgr
stretch ot highway, with high hedges o no room ‘m‘ CLLAPE,

& spoed limit witl enable g bus stop to be Enducied within this part of the parish. One of the young
peaple Hving here is now starting Hatfington School next term, with other ypungsters growing up,
who will need this service in the future, and there is nowhere for the bus to safely pull in and collect
them due to the traffic speed. Several of the student veterinarian nurses have also advised how
heneficial a bus service would be to enable them to reach their place of employment, as indeed
would gther local businesses benefit from such provision, '

Recent meetings have been held with Br. David Bowie of CBC Highways, our Ward Councillors,
Bedfordshire Pofice, Parish Council and residents, as weli as communications with the Centre Bus
Campany. AH agree that this strefch of road requires & speed limit. Indeed speeding traffic through
pur parish was highlighted as 8 major cancern by residents in our Parish Plan — with actions on the
Parish Council to lobby Tor the introduction of speed limits on our village roads that are currently
unrestricted, ‘ '

The police wili not support the bus stop uniil we have 2 speed Hmit in place and Centre Bus has
indicated that this is a requirement for the safety of both driver/ous and alighting passengers.
There historically exists an ‘on request bus stop’, however speédmg traffic is unsuitable for the
prevailing road conditions and prevents residents and business park users being able to stand on the
side of the road due to the dengers of being struck by rapidly moving vehicles, where a designated
bus stop would indicate to throush traffic,  need to reduce their speed.

-As a Parish Council we fully appreciate the financial constraints on the CBC budget and are more
than willing to work with alf partners to achieve hoth a speed fimit and bus stop for the benefit of

both residents and the continued expansion of the local businesses, In what s a rurally deprived
ares. We would crave your consideration ang positive response to our request in this petition.

Sally Stepleton {Mrs}

Dgsigggteé Resident Contact in Relation to Petition:

mrs. Florence Kerry-Smith

Address: The CHd Rectory, Higham Gabidm SGS 3HP.
Tel: 01582-883203
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